
GATHERING, PRELUDE, Blest Be the Tie That Binds 557
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

HYMN: When Morning Gilds the Skies 185
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION (by dwh)

Gracious God, in wisdom you created all things, and 
your Son promised that your Spirit would guide us still.
Through these words of scripture today, 

show us what is true; guide us for living, 
that we may bring honor and praise to you. Amen

SCRIPTURE: Hebrews 13:1-16
Luke 14:1-14

CONFESSION Heb. 13:2; Luke 14:11; Sir. 10:12–13 FotW

Lord, all that we have is a gift from you, 
yet we do not live lives of gratitude.

We ignore strangers 
and turn away from those in need.

We seek honor for ourselves
and allow pride to take root in us.

Forgive our foolish ways, O God, and restore us to you,
that we may walk in the way of love. Amen.

{silent prayers}
 ASSURANCE       Jer. 2:5; Ps. 81:16 FotW (alt)

God rejoices when we repent and return, 
offering us finest wheat and honey from the rock 

to sustain us in new life.
Rejoice! 

In Jesus Christ, we have been reconciled
to God and to one another.

Thanks be to God! Amen 
CHOIR: For the Beauty of the Earth 92
SERMON

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

INTERCESSIONS 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 895
BRINGING OUR GIFTS

In Christ we are invited and inspired to lives of grateful generosity. 
Let us praise the giver of all good gifts through our offering today.

DOXOLOGY 95
PRAYER RO/PO

Gracious God, we offer to you these gifts, 
both as signs of our gratitude and 

as instruments of your reign. 
Use these gifts, and us, that your way of love and peace,
 transformation and hope might flourish in this place.

Amen.
HYMN:  The Summons 2130
DISMISSAL WITH BLESSING RO/PO

We go out from this place to serve God and our neighbor 
in all that we do. 

May the blessings and peace of God, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

keep you this day and always. 
Amen

POSTLUDE Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast 339

Bulletin Credits: Some of the Liturgy is by the pastor (dwh)
That which is by others is used with permission.

or via Discipleship Ministries (GBoD), from the Worship Website. 
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning

or from Feasting on the Word  (eg FotW – see also insert)
or from the Book of Common Prayer, (BCP – public domain). 
or authors who have posted with Presbyterian Outlook (eg PO)

This week the author is Roger Owens
or other sources as noted.

Cover Image by Image by Chris Suerdieck, BWC Clergy
– used with permission.



Reflecting on and Praying with Scriptures
As suggested by the Revised Common Lectionary

Year C –   After Pentecost – August 31, 2025
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 

from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2012

ScripturesSemicontinuous Complementary
Jeremiah 2:4–13 and Psalm 81:1, 10–16
or Sirach 10:12–18 (or Proverbs 25:6–7) and Psalm 112

Hebrews 13:1–8, 15–16 and Luke 14:1, 7–14
Questions for Reflection:  

Where do you experience mutual love in your life? 
Is there someone you disdain? 
How might you show love for that person 

in thought, word, or deed?
How does your experience of the culture prevent you from fully 

embracing the call to serve with humility? 
How can you seek out the stranger in your community? 
When have you realized that you were doing God’s work, 

only after the fact?

Morning Prayers:   
Holy God, if the beginning of sin is pride, 

then let me walk in your ways and to your glory this day,
rather than to my own. Amen.

God, in the freshness of the new day, 
help us to retain clarity of vision

so that we might seek the honor of your kingdom
rather than the honor of the world.

Sustain us throughout the day so that we might return
filled by the grace of your spirit. Amen.

Evening Prayers: 
Lord, you are my helper; 

therefore I will not be afraid, 
for you are ever with me. Amen.

 
God of compassion,
help us to release the regrets of the day into your care.
Refresh us in our sleep, that we may rise in the morning

confident in your love and strengthened in our faith. Amen.
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