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JANUARY 3, 2021 SECOND  SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS

FIRST SUNDAY OF THE NEW YEAR
EPIPHANY SUNDAY (Epiphany Day is January 6)

ON YOUTUBE THIS WEEK (see "current week" Playlist)
New Year's Eve - Assorted Readings and Prayers 

- https://youtu.be/tW7ljBwvWUA
Hymn Videos

Hymnal 219 what child is this 3v plus 
- https://youtu.be/-lmfUvzJrcc

Gillette - On This Day of Celebration - (Using Hymnal #89) 4v 
- https://youtu.be/zCme4G-78MY

Another Year Is Dawning - using Aurelia Hymn #545, played by Dean McIntyre
- https://youtu.be/mHhrpAZrzhA

Sunday Worship 1 - Prayers and Praise - 9:00am 
Sunday Worship 2 - Hearing "the Word" - 9:30am 

I New Year's Eve (approx 23 min)

00:37 - A. "At the End of the Year", by John O Donohue 
02:03 - B. A Prayer  - altered from / inspired by  Jason Tockey (page = Each Day and Repeat)
03:12 - C. Thoughts from  St. Francis de Sales
04:30 - D. "Keeping Christmas" by Henry Van Dyke*
07:40 - E. "Awareness of God", by Joan Chittister
08:12 - F. "A year of recovery", by Bishop Steven Charleston
09:35 - G. "A trip down memory lane", Parker Palmer
10:56 - H. “Dear Men and Women,” By John Hall Wheelock
14:04 - I. "Keep me fiercely kind". Laura Jean Truman.
14:35 - J. "The work of love", John Lewis
15:07 - K. A prayer, by Bishop Brooke Foss Westcott
15:43 - L. Thoughts on resolutions, abridged/adapted/expanded from an article by Joshua Becker
19:47 - M. "It is going to take all of us", by Bishop Steven Charleston
20:54 - N. Wesley's "Covenant Prayer" (Contemporary version)
22:20 - O. A Benediction, by John O Donohue 

mailto:revdwhodsdon@verizon.net


II Sunday Prayers and Praise - 9:00am

INTROIT - CALL TO WORSHIP  - O Come Let Us Adore Him 
Rick-Hymnal 234-Lyrics-6v.mp4

WELCOME & PRAYER Isaiah 60, John 1, Luke 2

This week we continue our "Christmas Praise." 
Let the joy of Christmas not be over, but continue to fill your days.

The Prophet wrote: “Arise, shine; for your light has come,
    and The Lord’s glory has risen on you.

For, behold, darkness will cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples;
but The Lord will arise on you, and his glory shall be seen on you.

Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising.
A Candle is lit, and the darkness cannot quench it.

God is with us.
Thanks be to God.

Let us worship God with Joy and Love.
Glory to God in the Highest,

and on earth, peace, goodwill to all people.

'My Heart, Your Manger' (Max Lucado - 'Because of Bethlehem')
Let us pray.......................

Like the stable in which you lay,
my heart is simple, frail as hay.

But if you would within me stay,
Make my heart your manger, I pray.

Make my world your Bethlehem,
centrepieced with heaven's Son.

Make this night a shepherd's sky,
quickened bright with holy dawn.

Rush the air with cherub wings.
Brush this earth. Let angels sing.

A glimpse of your face. A taste of your grace.
Be born in this place. I pray.

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE - WHAT CHILD IS THIS 219
Hymnal 219- what child is this- 3v plus.mp4

SCRIPTURE MATTHEW 2:1-12 WEB

HYMN - WE THREE KINGS 254
Rick-Hymnal 254-Lyrics-5v.mp4 



CONFESSION ~ D365.ORG

Holy God, you know I want to be present 
for all that 2021 brings, the good and the bad. 

But if I am honest, mostly the good.
So help me be here. Fully present. 
God, keep me planted in the moment to savor all of life. 
Push aside the thoughts, worries, plans, and ideas 

that swirl around in my head.
Open my eyes to my neighbor. 
May we offer each other compassion 

even if we have to dig deep to get there.
Thank you, God, for a new year.
Help me claim the joy, the life, and the love all around me 

instead of just living in the future possibility 
of what might be. Amen.

 ASSURANCE JEREMIAH 31:10&11
 Everyone! Hear the word of The Lord, and declare it in the isles afar off; 

and say, The Lord gathers his flock, and cares for them, 
even as a shepherd doth his flock. 

 For The Lord hath ransomed his children, 
and redeemed them from the hand of the strong tyrant. 

SCRIPTURE EPHESIANS 1:3-14  

INTERCESSIONS  by Jill Duffield 

... we share with you the past year’s greatest hurts, sorrow and suffering. 
(Silent prayer.)

...  the past year’s greatest joys, manifestations of beauty and moments of grace. 
(Silent prayer.)

we seek to discern your will for us in this time and place. 
(Silent prayer.)

We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, your Son and our Savior. 
Who taught us these words to pray...

THE LORD'S PRAYER

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen



HYMN  - ANOTHER YEAR IS DAWNING
McIntyre-another year is dawning - using Aurelia - 545-5v.mp4 

SEGUE

INTERLUDE  - O HOLY NIGHT
rick-hymn-o holy night - 3v.mp4

III Sunday Worship 2 - Hearing "the Word" - 9:30am

INTERLUDE  - O HOLY NIGHT
rick-hymn-o holy night - 3v.mp4 

WELCOME & PRAYER -  - Frederick Buechner
-Originally published in A Room Called Remember

To look at the last great self-portraits of Rembrandt 
or to read Pascal or hear Bach's b-minor mass 

is to know beyond the need for further evidence that 
if God is anywhere, he is with them, 

as he is also with the man behind the meat counter, 
the woman who scrubs floors at Roosevelt Memorial, 

the high-school math teacher who explains fractions to the bewildered child. 
And the step from "God with them" to Emmanuel, "God with us," 

may not be as great as it seems. 
What keeps the wild hope of Christmas alive year after year 

in a world notorious for dashing all hopes 
is the haunting dream that the child who was born that day 

may yet be born again even in us and our own snowbound, snow blind longing for him.

~ John Birch, - Faith&Worship

You gave your all to the world
in the bleakness of that stable.
Love was born that day
Pure love
Undiluted
Poured out for all
who call on Your name
Such Grace
Undeserved
deserves a response
in the life that we lead.
Forgive our ingratitude
for all you have done,
draw us to your Word,
give us a new song to sing,
that will resonate throughout this world.
And begin with us today. 
Amen



SCRIPTURE JOHN 1:1-18

SERMON

INVITATION

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  (Ephesians 1:3-14) GBOD/DM

Holy God and Parent of us all: we have moved through 
this season of family and Christmas joy, 
and we are reminded that beyond our earthly families, 
you have adopted us into your redeemed family. 
Through the saving, redeeming work of the Incarnation, 
we have become heirs, and 
our redemption is the magnificent gift of salvation. 
We give our gifts, but we give ourselves 
as the only fitting response to your adoption of us. 
Lead us in your way into this new year. 
In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

YOUTUBE VIDEO REPLACEMENT FOR CHOIR ANTHEM... 
With the first week of the New Year approaching, I thought an inspirational anthem 
for January 3 would be “Grace Alone.”  The choir has sung this before, and I 
thought it would be a special anthem to start the New Year with.  Keep these words, 
from this song, in your heart as we start this New Year:  “Grace alone which God 
supplies, strength unknown He will provide.  Christ in us our Cornerstone; we will go 
forth in grace alone.” With blessings to all of you, and wishing you a safe, peaceful, 
joyful and Happy New Year! Cathy and Clark
Sign up for Emails, 

and/or find links in the YouTube Playlist of Anthem Videos
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLY5iZ1NS28HQsWsPyUo7WmuvsQFdxtHeX

ZOOM AT 11AM - 
Have your Bread and Juice ready for celebrating Holy Communion.



AFFIRMATION From “The Mood of Christmas…”—by Howard Thurman

I will light Candles this Christmas,
Candles of joy despite all the sadness,
Candles of hope where despair keeps watch,
Candles of courage for fears ever present,
Candles of peace for tempest-tossed days,
Candles of grace to ease heavy burdens,
Candles of love to inspire all my living,
Candles that will burn all year long.

BENEDICTION ~ D365.org

Love with intention. Be the Church.
Practice radical hospitality. Celebrate others.

May the grace of God fill your days 
so that you cannot help but respond to all of life with exuberant joy!

― Sherryl Woods, An O'Brien Family Christmas

“The light of the Christmas star to you. 
The warmth of home and hearth to you. 

The cheer and goodwill of friends to you. 
The hope of a child-like heart to you. 
The joy of a thousand angels to you. 

The love of the Son and God's peace to you.”

 POSTLUDE - ON THIS DAY OF CELEBRATION
rick-hymn - on this day of celebration- Gillette- 089-4v.mp4

Credits: As cited
Cover Illustration - Bartolomé Esteban Murillo - Adoration of the Magi (1655 - 1660)

'My Heart, Your Manger' (Max Lucado - 'Because of Bethlehem')
"I want to be present: - https://d365.org/devotions/christmas-praise-january-1-2021/

Intercessions, adapted from Jill Duffield, via Presbyterian Outlook dot com
the wild hope of Christmas - Frederick Buechner, A Room Called Remember

You gave your all to the world - ~ John Birch, - Faith&Worship
Prayer of Dedication -  (Ephesians 1:3-14) - GBOD/DM

General Board of Discipleship/ Discipleship Ministries.
I will light Candles this Christmas, - From “The Mood of Christmas…”—by Howard Thurman

Love with intention.  ~ D365.org
The light of the Christmas star to you ― Sherryl Woods, An O'Brien Family Christmas

On this Day of Celebration- Carolyn Winfrey- Gillette



Reflecting on and Praying with the Lectionary
Christmas / Nativity 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Christmas Eve Lectionary
Isaiah 60:1–6 Ephesians 3:1–12
Psalm 72:1–7, 10–14 Matthew 2:1–12
 

Questions for Reflection
Warned in a dream of Herod’s evil intentions, the magi “left for their own

country by another road.” 
What could it mean for you to take “another road” as the church 

concludes the celebrations of the Christmas season?

Morning Prayer: 
Loving God,
do not let my good intentions become a means of evil.
Do not let my trust become cooperation with sin.
Do not let my naiveté become an opportunity for wickedness.
Make me prudent in acts of mercy,
firm in my resistance to evil,
and wise in my discernment of wrong,
for the sake of Jesus Christ. Amen.

Evening Prayer: 
Loving God,
in the journey of life
guide me by the star that leads to Jesus,
that I may return to you transformed by his love. Amen.



The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
Prayer is at the very heart of the ecumenical movement. 
Jesus prayed that we – his followers – may all be one. 

When we pray with and for one another, we can feel God’s gift of unity.

Egypt, Israel, Jordan, Lebanon, Palestine 03 - 09 January 2021
 More may be found here:  https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/egypt-israel-

jordan-lebanon-palestine

Give thanks for:
✔ lands and monuments sacred in the origins of Judaism, Christianity and Islam
✔ those who unceasingly work for peace and reconciliation in the Holy Land
✔ the Ecumenical Accompaniment Programme in Palestine and Israel
✔ those who continue to welcome the multitudes of refugees in their lands.

Pray for:
✔ ending the violence racking this region, that the people might live together in 

peace, security and respect for each other
✔ those who have grown weary and disillusioned in searching for solutions
✔ an end to religious differences being exploited to perpetuate conflict and further 

displacement of people
✔ political leaders who will courageously bring about justice and reconciliation for 

the sake of all.

Prayers
A prayer by Christian, Jewish and Muslim clergy

(Excerpted from Current Dialogue 24/93, p.36)

Eternal God, Creator of the universe, there is no God but you.
Great and wonderful are your works, wondrous are your ways.
Thank you for the many splendored variety of your creation.
Thank you for the many ways we affirm your presence and purpose,
Thank you for the freedom to do so.
Forgive our violation of your creation.
Forgive our violence toward each other.
We stand in awe and gratitude at your persistent love
for each and all of your children:           
Christian, Jew, Muslim,
as well as those with other faiths.
Grant to all our leaders attributes of the strong;
mutual respect in word and deed,
restraint in the exercise of power,
and the will for peace with justice,
for all.
Eternal God, creator of the universe, there is no God but you. Amen.



A Prayer for Jerusalem
From “Jerusalem: The City of Justice and Peace,“ a worship liturgy prepared by Palestinian theologians and laity 

for World Week for Peace in Palestine Israel 2013, available at www.worldweekforpeace.org; adapted
O God of Sarah and Abraham,
our tears are mixed with yours, weeping for the cities in the world. Lord, have mercy.

We weep for the holy cities and especially for Jerusalem:
where brothers and sisters kill each other,
where hatred feeds and nourishes anger,
where animosity blinds mercy,
where religions divide, as children learn to hate and the elderly nurse old grudges.

We see, and we grieve;
and yet we have not loved the things that make for peace. So we pray: Lord, have mercy.

 (or Sung Response)
We weep for oppressed cities, and in particular for Jerusalem:

where rigid laws imprison freedom,
where thinking is confined and conscience is abated,
where those who question are branded as traitors,
where creativity and righteousness are beaten,
where pluralism is chained.

We weep for all cities, and for Jerusalem. We see and we grieve;
and yet we have not learned the things that make for peace. So we pray: Lord, have mercy.

(or Sung Response)
With Jesus weeping over Jerusalem, we pray: 

Teach us to walk the way that leads to life.
Transform our grief into determination, 

our tears into action, 
and our acts into a just peace. Amen.

An excerpt from the Coptic anaphora
(Coptic hymn in the form of prayer from the Coptic Anaphora)

O King of peace, give us your peace,
establish for us your peace, and forgive us our sins.
Bless us all, purify our hearts.
Heal the sickness, of our souls and our bodies.
We worship you, O Christ, with your good Father, and the Holy Spirit,
for you have come to save us.
Have mercy on us.


