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Pastor:     Dave Hodsdon 
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January 17, 2021 2nd Sunday After the Epiphany 
(Epiphany Day is January 6)

On YouTube this Week - https://youtube.com/playlist?list=PLY5iZ1NS28HTiZRftyrzqqmMD8rIcivF1
Sunday Worship 1 - Prayers and Praise - 9:00am 
Sunday Worship 2 - Hearing "the Word" - 9:30am 

Sunday Prayers and Praise - 9:00am

INTROIT Open My Eyes, That I May See 454
http://www.gbod3.org/sorter/audio/454.mp3

WELCOME - INVITATION The great shepherd of the sheep seeks us when we are lost,
the great physician tends our wounds and restores health,

The light of the world gives us hope, and peace that none can destroy.

GEII
Every year, Christian communities and churches join together to pray for the visible unity of the Church,

accepting the will of Christ, who prayed “that all may be one” (John 17:21) during the Week of Prayer for
Christian Unity. In much of the world, this Week of Prayer is commemorated from January 18-25. ...

PRAYER  GEII
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!

We sing your praise in the midst of the world and among all peoples.
 We sing your praise in the midst of creation and among all creatures.

You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
We sing your praise among suffering and tears.

 We sing your praise among promises and achievements.
You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!

We sing your praise in the places of conflict and misunderstanding.
We sing your praise in the places of encounter and reconciliation.

You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!
 We sing your praise in the midst of rifts and divisions.

We sing your praise in the midst of life and death, 
the birth of a new heaven and a new earth.

You who call us to be praise in the midst of the earth: glory to you!.

HYMN OF PRAISE -  Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above 126
Rick-Hymnal 126-20Nov19.mp4

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION GEII
Thrice-holy God, we thank you for having created and loved us. 
We thank you for your presence in us and in creation. 
May we learn to look upon the world as you look upon it, with love. 
In the hope of this vision, may we be able to work for a world 
where justice and peace flourish, for the glory of your name. Amen

SCRIPTURE JOHN 15:1-17



HYMN - Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 139
Rick-Hymnal 139-Lyrics 4v.mp4

CONFESSION GEII
In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with love. 
You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine, 

the beauty of each person. 
And yet, too often the differences in others makes us afraid. 
We withdraw into ourselves. 
Our trust in you is forsaken. 
Enmity develops between us. 
Come and direct our hearts toward you once again. 
Grant us to live from your forgiveness 
 so that we may be together and praise your name.

 SILENT PRAYERS Search Me, O God (Psalm 139)
MP3-SearchMeOGod-Maori-PipeLC-128-CAM

 ASSURANCE Metrical Psalm 139
set to a well known "Common Meter" tune...

1 O Lord, my inmost heart and tho't
Thy searching eye doth see;
Where'er I rest, where'er I go,
My ways are known to Thee.

2 Each spoken word, each silent tho't
Thou, Lord, dost understand;
Before me and behind art Thou,
Restraining by Thy hand.

3 If I the wings of morning take
To some remotest land,
Still I shall be upheld by Thee
And guided by Thy hand.

4 From Thee, O Lord, I cannot hide,
Tho' darkness cover me;
The darkness and the light of day
Are both alike to Thee.

5 Search me, O God, and know my heart,
Try me, my tho'ts to know;
O lead me, if in sin I stray,
In paths of life to go.

SCRIPTURE 1 SAMUEL 3:1–10 (11–20)

INTERCESSIONS GEII
I Am Thine, O Lord (419) gbod/419.mp3



For church leaders everywhere, remembering Christ's prayer that we may be one...
that they may work together and promote unity among Christians …

For the Church, for an end to the divisions among Christians: 
that they work together in bringing about healing 
and promote reconciliation as signs of God’s reign

that God would inspire God’s people to continue the quest for Christian Unity 
and that our hearts be filled with the gift of Jesus’ love for all ...

For those who participate in the works of ecumenism and interreligious dialogue,
 that they always treat one another with extraordinary kindness
 seeking the unity that is found in Christ
 and a true openness to the giftedness found in each other.

Holy Spirit, you create and re-create the Church in all places. 
Come and whisper in our hearts the prayer which Jesus addressed to his Father 

on the eve of his passion: “that they may all be one...so that the world may believe.”
Lord have mercy.

Lord Jesus, Prince of Peace, light the fire of your love in us 
so that suspicions, contempt and misunderstanding cease in the Church. 

May the walls that separate us fall.
Lord have mercy.

Holy Spirit, Consoler of all, open our hearts to forgiveness and reconciliation 
and bring us back from our wanderings.

Lord have mercy.
Lord Jesus, gentle and humble of heart, give us poverty of spirit 

so that we may welcome the unexpectedness of your grace.
Lord have mercy.

Holy Spirit, you never abandon the men, women and children 
who are persecuted for their fidelity to the gospel. 

Give them strength and courage, and support those who help them.
Lord have mercy.

by Roger Gench @  pres-outlook.org
Holy One, you have called for justice to roll down like waters 

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. 
On this Sunday as we remember the life and legacy of Martin Luther King Jr., 
help us to embody the justice and righteousness that he sought for our country. 

Help us to embody his dream of a beloved community 
and of a day when justice is a reality for all Americans, not just the few. 

Inspire us by his example and 
by the power of your Spirit at work within us 
to live in solidarity with all who have been marginalized in our world. 

Give us ...  courage to recognize our own complicity 
in the racism that has warped our common life. 

Animate courage in us so that we might 
confront realities that deform and deface our country and 
participate in your reconciling and justice- seeking work in our midst. 

Hear our prayers also for peace in the days ahead 
as we navigate transitions in the nation’s leadership. 



Grant all of our elected leaders wisdom and patience and courage 
to work together for the common good 
and to restore a spirit of partnership among us. 

God, our help in times of trouble, 
we continue to pray for the global community as it grapples with an ever-worsening pandemic. 

We pray that you would give each of us determination 
to take personal responsibility for measures that protect us all. 

We pray especially for the well-being 
of those hit hardest by the strains of this scourge, 
and pray for those in leadership in our communities, states and nation 
as they negotiate ways in which to aid those most afflicted. 

We pray all these things in the name of Jesus Christ, 
who taught us to pray saying, 

THE LORD'S PRAYER

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

SEGUE - RE ANTHEM
Cathy Recommending Lead me, Lord other verses beyond our hymnal...

Lead me, Lord, lead me in thy righteousness;
make thy way plain before my face.
For it is thou, Lord, thou, Lord only,
that makest me dwell in safety.

The United Methodist Hymnal #473

Alternative verse:
Teach me, Lord, teach me truly how to live,
that I may come to know....... thee,
and in thy presence serve thee with gladness,
and sing songs of praise to thy glory.

Another version:
Lead me, Lord. Lead me in true holiness.
Teach me to love and trust in thee.
Thou art our God, the God of our salvation:
all nations shall praise thy holy name.

SCRIPTURE JOHN 1:43–51

INTERLUDE Jesus Calls Us o’er the Tumult 398
Rick-Hymnal 398 -Lyrics-5v.mp4



Sunday Worship 2 - Hearing "the Word" - 9:30am

INTERLUDE  

WELCOME & PRAYER 

SCRIPTURE 1 CORINTHIANS 6:12–20

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION FotW (alt)
You invite us, O God, to live in your ways, 

and you give us to each other to know and to love 
as we journey in this life. 

Show us your will for all creation. 
By your Holy Spirit, O God, open our ears, our eyes, 

our hearts, and our minds to the Holy Word 
so that it comes to rule within us.

Help us to listen to your urgings with prayerful hearts 
so that we may honor what you have made, 

 for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

SERMON

AFFIRMATION John van de Laar @sacredise.com
 In defiance of corruption and falsehood,

we commit to truth and integrity
and we pray for honesty and uprightness
to increase in our world.

In defiance of apathy and hatred,
we choose to be proactive in love
and we pray for understanding and peace
to increase in our world.

In defiance of skepticism and cynicism,
we embrace the mystery of faith
and we pray for humility and wonder
to increase in our world.

In defiance of self-interest and human arrogance,
we embrace God's salvation
and we pray for compassion and faith
to increase in our world.

In defiance of all that would oppse God's purpose among us,
we choose again to follow Christ,
and we continue to pray,
not just now, but at all times. Amen.



INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP alt from Roger Gench & FotW
God has showered us with good gifts. 

Our stewardship is in thanksgiving for these gifts. 
In response to God's love, let us give all of who we are in return: 

our hearts, minds, energies and resources.
Open now your hearts and share your possessions

so that the church’s work is made strong 
for the sake of this needy world.

OFFERTORY PRAYER (John 1:43-51) GBoD/DM (alt)
Holy God, like the first disciples, 

we have heard the call to follow Jesus! 
Yet too often, we have failed to introduce him to others, 

not willing to take the risks that go with true discipleship. 
As we bring our tithes and offerings 

as we exercise our stewardship, this day and every day, 
make us bold in following. 

May we give more readily, love more deeply, 
show mercy and compassion more extravagantly, 

and seek justice for others courageously. 
Help us to walk in the steps of the one we follow. 
In Christ’s holy name, we pray. Amen. 

ANNOUNCMENTS
Continuing prayer for our nation

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity on Jan. 18-25. 
Tomorrow, January 18 marks Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Day 

 also the beginning of the annual Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 
The theme this year is "Abide in My Love … You Shall Bear Much Fruit." 

Prayer vigil being offered by the Methodist Ecumenical Office 
which will be held via Zoom on Jan 17th at noon eastern time.  

For more information see www.meorome.org.

Midweek Zoom Meeting  Open Office Hour - 7p Wed.

The Clarksburg UMC website 
We have recently enabled an on-line option for donations if you would like to give in that way. 

Be aware that your donation will be credited to the Clarksburg church if you choose to use this convenience.

Discontinuing "Sunday School Videos" 
Suggestions are solicited for how to better reach our younger members, 

and so honor our membership pledge to facilitate their discipleship journies. 

YouTube Video replacement for Choir Anthem... 
One of our main concerns in this New Year is to stay safe and healthy.  When our hope grows
weak, we know our Lord can lead us through.  The anthem I have chosen for this coming 
week, is in our hymnal, and gives us those encouraging words:  “For it is Thou, Lord, Thou, 
Lord only, that makest me dwell in safety.”  Listen to this YouTube, and it will open your 
hearts and bring in that hope and peace that we all will be safe and well.
God be with you always, Cathy and Clark

If you would like, let us know and we'll add you to the email list.  

Zoom at 11am 



HYMN He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought 128

BENEDICTION
Be one, so that the world may believe! 

Abide in God’s love, 
go into the world and bear the fruits of this love.

May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in faith, 
so that we may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 
Amen.

 POSTLUDE - Forward Through the Ages 555
same tune as 575

Credits - Liturgy Sources
General Board of Discipleship aka Discimpleship Ministries

Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014. 
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 

Roger Gench, © Presbyterian Outlook, 2020.
 provided for free distribution.

For more resources, visit pres-outlook.org.

John van de Laar @sacredise.com
https://sacredise.com/about-sacredise/

Cover and Liturgy portions sourced from:
 GEII = Graymoor Ecumenical & Interreligious Institute

475 Riverside Drive, Room 1960, New York, NY 10115
Email: info@geii.org



Reflecting on and Praying with the Lectionary
Second Sunday after the Epiphany

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Lectionary
1 Samuel 3:1–10 (11–20)
Psalm 139:1–6, 13–18
1 Corinthians 6:12–20
John 1:43–51

Questions for Reflection
Where, in what place, and through what person or persons do you hear the call of 

the Lord? Consider it each day this week. 
Who has awakened in you a new prayer, a hope, an insight? 
Give thanks for those persons and moments as signs of God’s love for you.

Morning Prayer: 
As I rise this day, O God, 
I give you thanks for breath and life, 
for the people I will see today, 
for family, neighbors, and friends, 
and for those whose ways are challenging to my serenity. 
Help me to give thanks especially 
for the people who pull me to new understandings 
and show me sides of life that I have not known 
or do not welcome. 
Urge me to follow you today; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Evening Prayer: 
As the evening comes and the time for rest draws near, O God,
I give you thanks for another full and mystifying day. 
I have not done everything I had hoped to do. 
I have not forgiven myself or others as I ought. 
I ask now that you, who know me through and through, 
will lead me to let go of what I cannot change 
and seek anew tomorrow for a more enlightened path. 
I long for your guidance and your care. 
Guard my sleep, and let me rise renewed; in Jesus’ name. Amen.



The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 17 - 23 January 2021
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, United Arab Emirates, Yemen

 More may be found here:  
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/bahrain-kuwait-oman-qatar-saudi-arabia-united-arab-emirates-yemen

Give thanks for:
✔ the ancient cultures and religions that have been sustained in this area for millennia
✔ those who continue to pursue peace in the midst of ethnic strife and terrorism
✔ the faithfulness of Muslims in expressing their faith and working with others
✔ Christians who practice their faith even when they are a small, often discriminated minority.

Pray for:
✔ women and others in these countries who are deprived of basic freedoms and human dignity
✔ those who misuse or exploit religious identity for extremist political ends
✔ the wise use of the benefits of oil and other natural resources for the sake of all
✔ the emergence of stable democratic societies based on the rule of law, social justice, and respect 

for religious and other freedoms.

Prayers Prayers before scripture reading
(From “Prayers of The Hallowing of Addai and Mari Disciplers of the East,”

 English translation M. J. Birni,  http://www.nestorian.org/nestorian_liturgy.html)
Make us wise in your law and enlighten our thoughts with your knowledge. Sanctify our souls with your
truth, and grant us to be obedient to your words so we fulfil your commandments at every hour, O Lord 
of all, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit for ever.

O you, who enlighten the rational with the knowledge of your greatness, enlighten, O my Lord, my 
thoughts that I may meditate upon your holy and divine Scriptures at every hour, O Lord of all, Father, 
Son, and Holy Spirit for ever.

Sufi Prayer for Peace (from http://www.worldhealingprayers.com/6.html)
Send your peace, O Lord, which is perfect and everlasting,
that our souls may radiate peace.

Send your peace, O Lord,
that we may think, act, and speak harmoniously.

Send your peace, O Lord,
that we may be contented and thankful for your bountiful gifts.

Send your peace, O Lord,
that amidst our worldly strife we may enjoy your bliss.

Send your peace, O Lord,
that we may endure all, tolerate all in the thought of your grace and mercy.

Send your peace, O Lord,
that our lives may become a divine vision,
and in your light all darkness may vanish.

Send your peace, O Lord, our Father and Mother,
that we your children on earth may all unite in one family.


