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JANUARY 10, 2021 FIRST SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY 

(Epiphany Day is January 6)
ON YOUTUBE THIS WEEK

Sunday Worship 1 - Prayers and Praise - 9:00am 

Sunday Worship 2 - Hearing "the Word" - 9:30am 

I Sunday Prayers and Praise - 9:00am

INTROIT God of Love, We've Known Division Gillette
Lyrics will be on the screen. Music on the Final Page of this weekly Bulletin.

WELCOME 

CALL TO WORSHIP & PRAYER  (MARK 1)

Lost . . .
wandering without purpose, meaning, value,
acceptance, or place.

We wander lost. But the Spirit of God descends
like a dove upon us. We hear the ancient words

that name and claim us as children of God.
We are cleansed, refreshed, and made new
in the love of those words.

LORD, OPEN THE WINDOWS OF HEAVEN, By Curry F. Butler
A Prayer Inspired By Acts 19:1-7

Lord, open the windows of heaven 
and pour out your Spirit upon us. 
Let it fall like rain on a hot summer’s day. 
Let every drip and drop be as a refreshing breeze. 
Let it penetrate our hearts, our minds, & our spirits. 
Lord, we are your vessels. 
Let your Holy Spirit wash over us and fill us, 
so that we may walk as you have called us to walk 
and talk as you have called us to talk. 
Let us now have the power 
to carry your gospel to our neighbors far and wide. 
It is in the name and spirit 
of your wonderful son, Jesus, we pray.
 AMEN.

HYMN OF PRAISE Come, Thou Almighty King 61

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Gen. 1:1; Ps. 29:9; Acts 19:5–7; Mark 1:8   FotW
God of heaven and earth, we gather in the name of Jesus

to hear your holy Word and to be immersed in your Spirit. 
Speak to us with grace and truth and pour out your love upon us
so that this temple may resound with joyful shouts of glory; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 



SCRIPTURE GENESIS 1:1–5 

HYMN - I Sing the Almighty Power of God 152

CONFESSION by Roger Gench @ Presbyterian Outlook

On this Baptism of the Lord Sunday, we remember our baptisms, 
where we were claimed as children of the covenant and beloved of God. 

Yet we live as those who are alienated from God. 
We have turned away from God, one another and the earth. 

Let us confess our sins, trustingin God’s mercy.

Merciful God, we confess that we are estranged 
from you and from one another. 

We treat others as strangers rather than as people created in your image 
and fellow children of God. 

We exploit the earth as though it were our possession 
rather than a gift entrusted to our care 

and a reflection of your image and glory. 
Forgive us our sins and transform us by your Spirit 

that we might live as people 
who have been baptized as your own children.

 Amen.

 SILENT PRAYERS For the Beauty of the Earth 92

 ASSURANCE by Roger Gench @ Presbyterian Outlook

Friends, hear the good news of the gospel 
and of Jesus’ solidarity in his own baptism by John 

with all who have been immersed in baptismal waters, 
repenting of their sin. 

God has forgiven us of our sins and set us on new paths. 
Let us remember our baptisms and trust in God’s mercy

to restore our right standing as God’s own. 
Thanks be to God!

SCRIPTURE ACTS 19:1–7

INTERCESSIONS Turn Your Eyes upon Jesus
Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, 

that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.
... Give us hearts that reflect your nature 

and lead us to be tangible expressions of your love ... 
(Silent prayer.)

that your holy and life giving Spirit may so move ...
that ... we may live in justice and peace;  

(Silent prayer.)
Direct, those who speak ... and write ...  that they may do their part 

in making the heart of this people wise, ...
(Silent prayer.)



... Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, 
comfort those in distress, and grant us courage 

and hope to face the future; — .
(Silent prayer.)

... May we hold your light high
and may we always be your beacons of hope. .

(Silent prayer.)
remind me that you are my strength.

remind me that in you I find my peace.
may I hear your reminder that I am 

your child, fearfully and wonderfully made.
(Silent prayer.)

... grant us the faith and will to live to pursue you and your ways. ...
(Silent prayer.)

... through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Who taught us these words to pray...

THE LORD'S PRAYER Trespasses Version

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come; 
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread,
And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us,
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
 and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen

SEGUE (c) Christine Sine

The Christmas star has not faded
It has been planted in us.
The light of the world is not dimmed,
It shines in you and me and all creation,
And the darkness cannot extinguish it. 
Let us be God’s revelations 
God’s path of transformation
Shining like stars in the heavens,
To give light to every weary pilgrim.
Every wanderer, every lost and rejected one.
Let us go forth,
Carrying God’s light
Into our needy world. 



INTERLUDE HYMN  - You Formed Us in Your Image, Lord Gillette
GREENSLEEVES 8.7.8.7 with Refrain ("What Child Is This?")

You formed us in your image, Lord;
You call us your own children.
In you, each one is loved, adored —
Unique among the millions.
Bless, Lord, the families
Who know the joy: Christ claims and frees!
Bless, too, the ones who weep,
Forgetting that you love them.

You made our homes to honor you
With love the strong foundation.
In serving God and neighbor too,
We find our life's vocation.
Bless families large and small
Who love and serve you when you call.
Bless, too, the ones who fear —
Whose trust and love are shattered.

Christ loved and honored family,
Yet showed us what is greater.
He taught a higher loyalty
To God our good Creator.
Bless, Lord, the ones who long
To build up homes where faith is strong.
Bless children, women, men
Who risk to serve your kingdom.

In home and church our faith is formed;
We learn your love and caring.
From here we're called to face the storm,
Your love and justice bearing.
Each day your Spirit sends!
We go to strangers, neighbors, friends.
Peace, justice, joy we bring
To all your human family.

see end credits



II Sunday Worship 2 - Hearing "the Word" - 9:30am

INTERLUDE  - You Formed Us in Your Image, Lord - Gillette
see end credits

WELCOME & PRAYER -  - Jon Humphries
Immanuel,       Christ,        God with us

The wise come unknowing the end
The wise come uncertain of the destination 

The wise come because they are led
The wise come, for they are willing

The wise come to meet the one they seek
The wise come to find you

The wise come to know your way
The wise come to be surprised 

The wise come to humility 
The wise come to be transformed 

The wise come to enter discipleship 
The wise come to offer themselves 

So, may it be with us. Amen

SCRIPTURE MARK 1:4–11

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Mark 1:10–11 FotW
Send down your Holy Spirit, O God—
tear open the veil of heaven
and speak to us as beloved children
so that we may hear and believe
the good news of your Word made flesh,
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

SERMON

AFFIRMATION (from a Brief Statement of Faith)
We trust in God the Holy Spirit,

everywhere the giver and renewer of life.
The Spirit justifies us by grace through faith, 

sets us free to accept ourselves and to love God and neighbor, 
and binds us together with all believers 

in the one body of Christ, the Church.

The same Spirit who inspired the prophets and apostles 
rules our faith & life in Christ through Scripture, engages us through the Word 
proclaimed, 
claims us in the waters of baptism, 
feeds us with the bread of life and the cup of salvation, 
and calls women and men to all ministries of the Church.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Gen. 1:1, 4; Ps. 29:2 FotW
The earth belongs to God, our creator;

every good thing is a gift from the Lord. 
Let us glorify God through the gifts of our lives. 



OFFERTORY PRAYER (Mark 1:4-11) GBoD/DM
God of redemption and new life, we focus once more this day 
on the greatest gift ever given – Jesus, our Savior. 
As he was baptized by John in the Jordan, 
we were able to share in his baptism 
and receive the promise of sharing in Jesus’ resurrection. 
As we leave a painful year behind and 
look with hope to the new year ahead, 
help us to live and give of ourselves 
as those who know every day what a great gift we have been given. 
May it move us to give our whole selves more freely! 
In the name of Christ, our Savior and Redeemer, we pray! Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONTINUING PRAYER FOR OUR NATION

DISCONTINUING "SUNDAY SCHOOL VIDEOS" 
as a quick poll indicates they are not reaching the intended audience. 
Suggestions are solicited for how to better reach our younger members, 
and so honor our membership pledge to facilitate their discipleship journies. 

YOUTUBE VIDEO REPLACEMENT FOR CHOIR ANTHEM... 
Breathe on Me Breath of God

As we enter this new year let’s take a deep breath and look to our God, and the breath of God in 
return, will "fill your life anew.”  This beautiful traditional hymn was written in the 1800’s.  
Amazingly, the words in this hymn touch us today, and are as inspirational, as I am sure they were 
those many years ago.  The lyrics are included in the attached YouTube, and I hope it brings you 
peace. God bless you and be with you always, Cathy and Clark

If you would like, let us know and we'll add you to the email list.  

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY on Jan. 18-25. 
The theme this year is "Abide in My Love … You Shall Bear Much Fruit." 

ZOOM AT 11AM - 

Prayer of St. Francis
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.

Where there is hatred, let me bring love.
Where there is offence, let me bring pardon.
Where there is discord, let me bring union.
Where there is error, let me bring truth.
Where there is doubt, let me bring faith.
Where there is despair, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, let me bring your light.
Where there is sadness, let me bring joy.

O Master, let me not seek as much
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love,

for it is in giving that one receives,
it is in self-forgetting that one finds,
it is in pardoning that one is pardoned,
it is in dying that one is raised to eternal life.



BENEDICTION The words of Howard Thurman remain true...
From The Mood of Christmas and Other Celebrations 

When the song of the angels is stilled,
when the star in the sky is gone,

when the kings and princes are home,
when the shepherds are back with their flocks,

the work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,

to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,

to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,

to bring peace among the people,
to make music in the heart.

Jesus has sent us out to proclaim the kingdom of God. 
We have the responsibility and privilege of inviting people 

to live under God’s authority in every part of life. 
As we proclaim this message, we live it, 

acknowledging God’s reign over all of our life.
― Teresa of Ávila

“May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly where you are meant to be.

May you not forget the infinite possibilities that are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have received, 
and pass on the love that has been given to you.

May you be content knowing you are a child of God.
Let this presence settle into your bones, and 

allow your soul the freedom to sing, dance, praise and love.
It is there for each and every one of us.”

 POSTLUDE - God of Love, We've Known Division Gillette
Lyrics will be on the screen. Music on the Final Page of this weekly Bulletin.

Credits: 
Litugy from Roger Gench @ Presbyterian Outlook, and from Feasting on the Word

Cover Illustration - image via: iessephoto - sebastiano iervolino, on Pixabay
 Pixabay License: Free for commercial use; No attribution required

~ John Birch, - Faith&Worship
Prayer of Dedication -  GBOD/DM General Board of Discipleship/ Discipleship Ministries.

God of Love, We've Known Division
and You Formed Us in Your Image, Lord                         Carolyn Winfrey- Gillette

Copied from Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Upper Room Books, 2009).
Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com     New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com/

Hymn Use Permission: Songs of Grace: New Hymns for God and Neighbor by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette (Upper Room Books, 2009) 
includes a permission note for those who own this book to use this hymn (along with the 76 other new hymns in the book) in their local church's worship services. 

People who do not own Songs of Grace are asked to contact Carolyn (carolynshymns@gmail.com) for permission to use the hymn 
and to get a copy of the hymn formatted for worship bulletin use.

The author has also graciously extended permission to her full body of work.

Otherwise, as cited at the position it is used.



The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle
Iran, Iraq, Syria 10 - 16 January 2021

 More may be found here:  https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/iran-iraq-syria

Give thanks for:
✔ the resilience of the people who remain in their homelands even when they face
✔ constant threats and ongoing violence
✔ the relief and assistance that has been provided to so many
✔ those who have made a new home for refugees fleeing from these countries
✔ those who have worked continually for peace, justice and reconciliation.

Pray for:
✔ an end to the violence racking these battlefields of global powers
✔ political leaders emerging in these countries who will pursue peace, 

the common good, and human rights of all groups
✔ the international  community to pursue policies 

that will result in acceptable, just peace for all involved
✔ greater openness to welcoming those displaced or fleeing from these lands, 

desperately seeking safety and wellbeing.

Prayers Litany for Iraq
The response in the litany and this hymn both come from the Chaldean liturgy. 

The ancient hymn celebrates Christ the source of resurrection in all situations of death and deprivation. 
(in: With All God’s People, p. 21 + 22)

For lasting peace in this ancient land – from you, O Lord.
For wisdom and compassion for all in authority – from you, O Lord.
For comfort of families separated or bereaved – from you, O Lord.
For the release of captives – from you, O Lord.
For safety and security for minority communities— from you, O Lord.
For refreshment for the weary and healing for the sick – from you, O Lord.
For continuing faithfulness of the ancient churches of this land – from you, O Lord.
For tenacity of spirit for small Christian groups – from you, O Lord.
For the mutual enrichment and support 
 of those of different Christian traditions – from you, O Lord.
You, Lord of all, we confess;
You, Lord Jesus, we glorify;
For you are the life of our bodies
And you are the Saviour of our souls.

Prayer of praise From The Sacred Music and the Divine Liturgy of the Armenian Apostolic Church, 
sent by a member of the Armenian Apostolic Church, Iran

Christ has been revealed among us.
He who is God is here seated.
The voice of peace has sounded.
The command for the Holy greeting has been given.
The church has become one soul.
The kiss has been given as a full bond.
The adversity has been removed,
and love has been spread among us all.
Now, O you ministers, raising your voice,
give praise in unison,
to the united Godhead
to whom the Seraphim give praise.



Prayer of Lament (by Naji Umran)
Our Father in Heaven, holy is your name—
may it be made holy again.
We cry out to you, standing in your presence,
and remembering your promises—
with your own words, Lord God, we declare it:
Syria is your people, Iraq your handiwork.
Yet our hearts have fainted.
We are oppressed.
We need to see your love and forgiveness.

How we need your comfort now—
we need to know your love more than ever.
How long, O Lord?
How long will you leave your people
in this state of weakness, this hole of wickedness?
How long will you leave the work of your hands,
and let the depravities of the evil one flourish?
How long must we be cut off from our loved ones?
How long will we be strangers among the living?
Have mercy on us, O God, have mercy.
Have mercy on your children’s children,
have mercy on those who declare your holy name.

Forgive us every sin, silence our sighing,
and bring the joy of your salvation to our mouths again.
Forgive our complicity with any oppression,
and our years of spiritual famine and faithless fear.
Forgive us, forgive our fathers and mothers,
forgive our friends and leaders, forgive our enemies.
Pour out your Spirit now, O Lord—as it is in heaven,
let your kingdom come.

Give us faith in place of faltering, fuel our hopes,
and let the earth see your glory made new.
Do what we cannot ask for or imagine,
and bring a real and lasting healing to our land.
Open the eyes of the blind, now,
and strike shame and repentance in the hearts of the guilty.
Heal the spirit of your churches,
and let your faithful ones be remembered aright.
Cause the name of Christ to be known,
and let his light bring morning to our night.

Be the same to us, O God, as you were
to the Israelites in the Exodus, and in the wilderness of Sinai.
So that gardens of peace would grow in these wastelands of war,
and that your name be lifted high.
In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit,
we pray this—
One God forever and ever praised.
Amen



Reflecting on and Praying with the Lectionary
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 

from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Lectionary
Genesis 1:1–5 Acts 19:1–7 
Psalm 29 Mark 1:4–11 

Questions for Reflection
What is the difference between baptism with water alone (John’s 

baptism; see Acts 19:3, Mark 1:8) and baptism with the Holy Spirit 
(baptism into Jesus; see Acts 19:4–5, Mark 1:8)? 

Why is it still important to use water in baptism? 
What does water mean in your daily life? 
What difference does the Holy Spirit make in baptism? 
What difference does the Holy Spirit make in your daily life?
 

Morning Prayer: 
Living God, maker of light, 
thank you for the gift of this day.
Let me be a light in your world
so that people will look at me
and see the goodness of your creation;
in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

Evening Prayer: 
Living God, maker of light, 
thank you for the gift of this night.
Let me be at peace in your presence
so that I may rest, be restored,
and arise to praise your glory;
in Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 




