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DECEMBER 20, 2020 4TH SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
See the end of the liturgy for credits (RG/PO, FotW, GBoD, Gillette, Sine)

ORDER OF WORSHIP

PRELUDE Greensleeves (used with What Child is This?)
With new hymn lyrics by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

O God, We Long for Better Days

O God, we long for better days when we can be together,
to celebrate your love and grace in Jesus Christ our Savior.
We long for Silent Night in crowded pews, by candlelight.
May we who stay at home now find your Christmas blessing.

We long to come and Deck the Halls this year — like many others.
Yet all around we hear the calls of countless, hurting neighbors.
This year, in quiet ways, we'll pray and serve and fill our days.
May we who stay at home now find your Christmas blessing.

We'll still, with Christian Friends, Rejoice, by phone, or by our Zooming.
We'll ponder here: What Child is This? — and seek A Rose, E'er Blooming.
We'll love and serve and give; we'll live as Christ taught us to live.
May we who stay at home now find your Christmas blessing.

We long to feast and celebrate with family, friends, and neighbors.
Yet this can be our gift — to wait, until the times are better.
Still, Still, you give us joy — a love that death cannot destroy.
May we who stay at home now find your Christmas blessing.

OPENING WORDS -Br. Jim Woodrum, SSJE

Gestation December 16, 2020
Everything in creation requires a time of gestation: canyons took millions of years to be formed by rivers of 
water; the oldest known Sequoia tree is said to have taken 3,266 years to grow; it takes nine months of being
swaddled in the womb before babies are ready to be held in a mother’s loving arms. I would say that it is a 
part of God’s order to wait.

WELCOME

ADVENT CONFESSION Responsive Advent prayer of confession 
December 6, 2017 by Jill Duffield https://pres-outlook.org/2017/12/responsive-advent-prayer-confession/

As Advent dawns again, O God, we lament that
 hateful chants, violence, and death have marked our streets.

Lord, have mercy!



God of all Advents, this season we cry, 
“If only you would tear open the heavens and come down!” 

But too often we forget that your arrival sets the captives free, 
separates the sheep and the goats, 

and judges those who hoard privilege at the expense of others.

Lord, have mercy!
Trusting in the promise that Christ is coming to save sinners, 

we lay bare before you our own failure to work for equality, our capitulation to injustice,
and our enjoyment of benefits denied others 

because of their culture or the color of their skin.

Lord, have mercy!
Tear open the heavens, O God, 

dismantle all that destroys our community.

Come, Lord Jesus!
Help us to heed John the Baptist’s call to repent, for the Lord is near. 

Put on our lips, and more importantly in our hearts, 
the question of faith that ripples through the ages, “What, then, should we do?”

Come, Lord Jesus!
Silence in us any voice but yours, so we will have the ears to hear the answer 

and the courage to do what you command.

Come, Lord Jesus!
O God of all Advents, make all things new, including us.

HYMN O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 211

O come, O King of nations, bind in one the hearts of all mankind.
Bid all our sad divisions cease and be yourself our King of Peace. 
Rejoice! Rejoice! Immanuel shall come to you, O Israel.

GOSPEL LESSON Luke 1:26–55

LITANY FOR THE 4TH WEEK OF ADVENT Christine Sine, Mustard Seed Assoc. December 19, 2018 
This litany is from the Advent devotional Waiting for the Light, 

a compilation of Advent readings from Godspace writers published in 2011.

God we gather in this Advent season,
To hear the prayers you have placed in our hearts,

Filled with the ache of hurting people and a broken world,
We come willing to listen to the silence, 

Longing to see and to become all you intend us to be.
Let the busyness of our bodies rest,
Let the worries of our minds rest,
Let the doubts of our hearts rest, 
Letting go of self may we all hold onto God,
Opening ourselves to become a part of your new world that is emerging. 

Pause for the lighting of the Advent candles



ADVENT CANDLE SONG The Candle of Hope Gillette
 tune is LYONS ("O Worship The King, All Glorious Above")

The candle of love tells what we are worth:
God loves us so much, God came to the earth!
An angel brought news of a child who would be
The one who would save us and set us all free.

God we release to you the rush and noise of life, 
We breathe out all that hinders our becoming who you intend us to be, 

Fear, anxiety, busyness, confusion, guilt and tiredness, 
We throw off our busy distractedness and breathe in all that is of you,

Love, joy, peace, compassion, justice, grace and mercy.
God may we be mindful of you today,
knowing that each moment of time is sanctified by your spirit.
May your words echo deep within us,
So that we can hear your call to holiness, justice and compassion.
Becoming people of hope to a troubled world.

God may your silence penetrate deep inside,
Releasing for us the hope of this Advent season,

May it bring us to the place where love and justice meet,
Enabling us to surrender all that holds us captive, 

Encouraging us to release all that has enslaved us. 
O God as we wait to become your transformed people, 
May we embrace your love 
and enter the place of deep communion with you,
Where time is stilled and place is fertile ground for seeds to sprout,
May we willingly walk into the unknown mystery of faith,
Seeking to become a part of your new world of justice and peace.

HYMN It came Upon the Midnight Clear 218

PRAYER RG/PO

O God, send your Advent Spirit to us to open our hearts, 
so that that we may discern your Word 
in and through the words that we are about to hear.

SCRIPTURE READINGS

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16
Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26 
Romans 16:25–27

PRAYER FotW

Astonishing God, send your Holy Spirit upon us 
as we await the coming of your Son.
Fill us with good things that we may conceive your reign on earth 
and glorify you according to your Word; 
through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.



SERMON

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (from A Declaration of Faith)

Jesus, the long-expected Savior, came into the world as a child,
descended from David, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of Mary, a virgin. 

He lived as a Jew among Jews. 
He announced to his people the coming of 

God’s kingdom of justice and peace on earth. 
We affirm that Jesus was born of woman as is every child,

yet born of God’s power as was no other child. 
In the person and work of Jesus, 

God and a human life are united but not confused,
distinguished but not separated. 

The coming of Jesus was itself the coming of God’s promised rule. 
Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, 

he brings about the relationship between God and humanity 
that God always intended. Alleluia. Amen.

PRAYERS  from the Advent devotional Waiting for the Light, 

God may we wait in patience and hope for what is emerging,
In our lives, in our world and through our faith,

May we be willing to walk on paths unknown, 
That you have marked out with loving care.

May we wait in trust and not fear for your new world, 
For the justice and peace and freedom that has been promised,

For those things hoped for and not yet seen.
Knowing that the future is in God’s hands,
May we wait for the release and rest of your new world.

A prayer of thanksgiving for the COVID-19 vaccines
December 16, 2020 by Roger Gench

 

a pause to offer other specific prayers and thanksgivings



A paraphrase of the Lord's Prayer (From NZ Prayer Book)
Eternal Spirit, Earth-Maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, 
source of all that is and that shall be, 
Father and Mother of us all. 
Loving God, in whom is heaven. 
The hallowing of your name echoes through the universe! 
The way of your justice be followed by the peoples of the earth! 
Your heavenly will be done by all created beings! 
Your commonwealth of peace and freedom
 sustain our hope and come on earth. 
With the bread we need for today, feed us. 
In the hurts we absorb from one another, forgive us. 
In times of temptation and test, spare us. 
From the grip of all that is evil, free us. 
For you reign in the glory of the power that is love, now and forever.

God as we wait for your coming and meditate on your promises,
Grant that we may hear afresh the hope of your salvation,

And respond to the wonder of your forgiving love,
May we be filled with hope not just for ourselves,

But for a world in which all is made new. 
May we walk forward without fear into your ways Oh God,
And enter with assurance and trust into the love of Christ.
May we be filled with the hope and promise of the Spirit,
And greet with joy all the unexpected and unanticipated happenings, 
That give us glimpses of what your new world is becoming.

God grant that we may walk with humility into your grace and peace, 
Our hearts filled with your love, 

Our minds inspired by your truth,
Our wills strengthened by your hope.

Until at the end of our journey 
We know the joy of our homecoming and the welcome of your embrace.

Amen 

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Recommended Video for Anthem replacement...

This Sunday, December 20, the choir would have done a special Christmas anthem.  I have chosen 
“O Holy Night.”  This is beautifully performed by Josh Groban and includes the lyrics.  We pray this 
music will bring you peace and joy this Christmas Season.
Stay safe and Merry Christmas to all.
Blessings,
Cathy and Clark

Coming Worship Opportunities
Blue Christmas
Christmas Eve
First Sunday Of Christmas
Epiphany Sunday

Advent/Christmas Letter from the Bishops



INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP FotW & RG/PO

On this fourth Sunday of Advent, we ponder 
the gift of incarnation — of God becoming flesh 

so that we might be restored and given new life in Christ. 
Joining Mary’s joyful song, our souls proclaim the greatness of the Lord,

and our spirits rejoice in God our Savior.
With humble and grateful hearts, let us bring our offerings to God.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  (Luke 1:26-38) GBoD/DM

Gracious and Generous God: We offer our gifts to you, 
knowing full well we have devoted 

so much more energy into finding the gifts for our families 
and much less on the gifts we offer to you. 

You gave Mary, an unmarried girl, a Son 
so the world might have a Savior. 

Her response was so simple: 
“Here I am, the servant of the Lord; let it be according to your word.” 

May her affirmation of faith and obedience be the gift we offer this day. 
In Christ, we pray. Amen.

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION RG/PO

As you go from here, 
look upon your fellow mortals, and upon yourselves, 

with new eyes as bearers of God’s own image, 
who are crowned with glory and honor and who shine like the sun. 

Embody divine majesty by lifting up the brokenhearted, 
by standing with the oppressed 

and by incarnating God’s own love in your lives.

POSTLUDE People Look East, 
Lyrics are copyrighted, and we do not have permission to reprint/republish

please see Hymnal 202

Order of Service adapted from  
Christine Sine, at GODSPACELIGHT.COM, "LITANY FOR THE FOURTH WEEK OF ADVENT"
December 19, 2018, https://godspacelight.com/2018/12/19/litany-for-the-fourth-week-of-advent/

With additional resources as noted... from
hymn lyrics by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette

Used with Permission as noted here: www.carolynshymns.com/

 Liturgy by Jill Duffield https://pres-outlook.org
and RG/PO = by Roger Gench and provided for free distribution. © Presbyterian Outlook, 2020.

For more resources, visit pres-outlook.org.

A paraphrase of the Lord's Prayer (From NZ Prayer Book)

GBoD/DM = General Board of Discipleship of the United Methodist Church , aka Discipleship Ministries
https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning



Reflecting on and Praying with the Lectionary
Fourth Sunday of Advent 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Lectionary
2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16
Luke 1:46b–55 or Psalm 89:1–4, 19–26 
Romans 16:25–27
Luke 1:26–38
 

Questions for Reflection
Mary’s song proclaims that God is lifting up the lowly while scattering 

the proud, and feeding the hungry while sending the rich 
away with empty hands. 

How does this change the way you think about God’s coming reign of 
justice and favor? 

How does this change the way you live?

Morning Prayer: 
Expectant God, 
Mary sings because she has new life in her, 

the promise of your salvation. 
Fill me with hope this day 

as I lift my life to you and seek to do your will. 
Look with favor on our world and all who are in need, 

that your love may be magnified as I follow humbly in your way. 
Amen. 

Evening Prayer: 
Lord, as I come to you seeking rest this night, 
I pray that all may find a home in you, 

be disturbed by no one, 
and be free of the afflictions of the evil one, 

for you, O God, are mighty to save. Amen.



The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 20 - 26 December 2020

Japan, North Korea, South Korea, Taiwan
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/myanmar-thailand

There is more at the website.
We are thankful for:
✔ the distinctive temples, art and cultures in the region
✔ the education and economic developments

 that have improved the lives of many in Japan and South Korea
✔ how the council of churches in Japan 

has promoted reconciliation with the rest of Asia
✔ the prophetic witness of Christians in Japan and South Korea
✔ the persistent witness to justice for “comfort women” from the 2nd World War
✔ the great religious tolerance exhibited by the Taiwanese 

and their pioneering of contextual theological education
✔ the Ecumenical Forum for Peace, Reunification and Development 

Cooperation on the Korean Peninsula, which with others has sought to 
reunify Korea, to defend human rights, & to work for peace and justice.

We pray for:
✔ an end to repression of people and to threats of military confrontation, 

especially on the Korean peninsula
✔ the reunification of Korea, that peace and justice might prevail
✔ peaceful resolution of the many disputed claims to islands in the South 

China Sea by Taiwan and its neighbours and for greater understanding 
and cooperation between Taiwan and mainland China.

✔ women and other marginalized groups, and the inequalities they experience
✔ greater acceptance of immigrants 

that they might make a positive contribution
✔ new hope and meaning for the young, 

amid pressures of competition and consumerism.

Prayers Prayer from Korea (Seong Won Park, Presbyterian Church of Korea.)

Who do I say that you are? I don’t know.
But what I know,
You – Good News to the captives and the poor.
Liberator of the oppressed, friend of Minjung, 
suffering people, under repression,
attentive ear to the silenced,
healer of the tortured, advocate of the lowest,
hope of the desperate, homeland of the exiled.
Who do I say that you are? I don’t know.
But what I know,
You – Flower of freedom in the valley of repression.
Jesus Christ, Son of the Living God.

 



Peaceful Reunification of the Korean Peninsula
Excerpt from a Common Prayer by participants of The 2011 Oikos Summer Theological School, 

held in Jangseong, Republic of Korea

“For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one 
and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility.”(Eph. 2: 14)

God! We confess that you, O God, 
are the lord of peace, life and justice on the Korean peninsula. 
You, O God, desire peace and reconciliation for the people of 
North and South Korea who suffer from the pains of division. 
While the ideological conflicts have disappeared from the global scene 
the Korean peninsula still struggles with ideological conflicts 
and peace is difficult to attain. 
We pray, O Lord for your love, peace and justice 
to become a living reality in the divided Korean peninsula. 
Lead us, O Lord, to build a just Korean peninsula 
where the poor and weak in society are protected 
and are able to live as equals in society. 
The relations between North & South, and global relations may harden.
In spite of such external circumstances, lead us, O Lord, 
to continually struggle and strive to love and share life 
with our brothers and sisters in North Korea, 
and continue to build peace 
so that your justice and peace may be realized in this land.

Prayer from Japan
(Masao Takenaka, first president of the Asian Christian Art Association, Japan. BAE p.62.)

Eternal God,
We say good morning to you.
Hallowed be your name.
Early in the morning, before we begin our work, we praise your glory.
Renew our bodies as fresh as the morning flowers.
Open our inner eyes, as the sun casts new light upon the darkness
which prevailed over the night.
Deliver us from all captivity.
Give us wings of freedom like the birds in the sky,
to begin a new journey.
Restore justice and freedom, as a mighty stream
running continuously as day follows day.
We thank you for the gift of this morning,
and a new day to work with you.


