
Always be joyful; 
Never cease to pray; 
Under all circumstances 
              give thanks to God. 
... Do not quench the Spirit;

1 Thess 5
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ORDER OF WORSHIP DECEMBER 13, 2020
3ND  SUNDAY OF ADVENT - JOY

See the end of the liturgy for credits (RG/PO, FotW, GBoD, Gillette)

BRINGING OUR PRAYERS 
PRELUDE Lift Up Your Heads 213
OPENING WORDS / WELCOME

ADVENT CANDLES PSALM 126
HYMN The Candle of Hope Gillette

The candle of joy reminds us to sing,
For God is at work to do a new thing.

The proud will be humbled; the lowly will rise.
God's kingdom is one of delight and surprise.

CALL TO WORSHIP Isa. 61:1-3;John 1:7; 1 Thess. 5:16–17, 21 FotW

The Promised One of God brings good news to the oppressed 
and binds up the brokenhearted.

We are witnesses to the light of Christ!  
The Promised One of God proclaims liberty to captives 

and release to prisoners.
We are witnesses to the light of Christ!

The Promised One of God comforts all who mourn
and gives a mantle of praise instead of a faint spirit.

Rejoicing always, praying without ceasing, 
holding fast to what is good, 

 we are witnesses to the light of Christ!

HYMN Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven
file:///home/dave/Desktop/Rick/Rick-Hymnal 066-lyrics 4v-1080.mp4

CALL TO CONFESSION RG/PO
Our Advent hope is for the restoration of our world, 

yet we know that we have contributed to its brokenness. 
We also know that if we confess our sin 

we can be restored to a right and just standing before God and others. 
Let us therefore confess our sin, trusting God’s promised mercy.

mailto:revdwhodsdon@verizon.net


PRAYER OF CONFESSION RG/PO
O God, you have called us to participate in your saving work 

of rebuilding and repairing your creation. 
Yet we know we have fallen short of that calling. 
Indeed, we have contributed to the devastation of our world. 
We confess our sin, O God. 
Renew us and help us be discerning and ready partners 

in your cosmic restoration project. Amen. <silent prayers>
Hymn It Came Upon the Midnight Clear 218

ASSURANCE OF PARDON RG/PO
God’s mercy abounds. God’s Advent grace goes before us, 

after us, through us — sometimes unbeknownst to us, 
restoring us and empowering us for participation in God’s own work in the world.

Friends, hear the good news of the gospel: 
we are forgiven and restored, set on right paths of justice and peace.

HEARING THE SCRIPTURES
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION FotW

Holy One, giver of life and light,
as your word is read and proclaimed, 

illumine our hearts and minds, 
that by the power of the Holy Spirit, 

our lives may reflect God’s glory. Amen. 

SCRIPTURE READINGS RG/PO
Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11

Psalm 126 (or Luke 1:46b–55)

1 Thessalonians 5:16–24

John 1:6–8, 19–28

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

O God, send your Spirit to us to open our hearts, 
so that we may discern your Word 

in and through the words that we are about to hear.

SERMON

“The root of joy is gratefulness...
It is not joy that makes us grateful; 
it is gratitude that makes us joyful.”

― Brother David Steindl-Rast, American Catholic Benedictine monk

These are hard days. But joy is bigger than these days.
Joy is not happiness with present circumstances,

but harmony with the goodness of God
and the overflowing of God's delight in us. 

- Rev. Steve Garnaas-Holmes, United Methodist Clergy (retired)



RESPONDING IN FAITH
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH     (from A Brief Statement of Faith) RG/PO

We trust in Jesus Christ, fully human, fully God.
Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:

preaching good news to the poor and release to the captives,
teaching by word and deed and blessing children,
healing the sick and binding up the brokenhearted,
eating with outcasts, forgiving sinners,
and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,
Jesus was crucified,
suffering the depths of human pain
and giving his life for the sins of the world.

God raised this Jesus from the dead,
vindicating his sinless life,
breaking the power of sin and evil,
delivering us from death to life eternal.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP RG/PO & FotW
... As we bring now our tithes and offerings, 

may Christ’s heart rejoice and the needs of others be tended.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION GBoD/DM

God of love and light: just as John the Baptist came long ago in Judea 
to witness to your light, 

we remember that the offering you seek is that 
what we have and how we live should also witness to the light. 

We admit that there are times when we feel 
the darkness is just too prevalent, too strong, 

then we realize that we are ignoring the call to witness to the light. 
May we witness through our giving and our compassion, 

through what we say and what we do. 
In Christ’s name, we pray. Amen. (John 1:6-8, 19-28)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION Ps. 126:1-5; Isa. 61:1–4 FotW 

 HYMN Joy to the World 246

THE LORD’S PRAYER

ANNOUNCEMENTS
For an anthem substitute this week, Cathy is recommending

The Prayer - Daddy Daughter Duet - Mat and Savanna Shaw
If you have not yet heard them, I believe you will enjoy their work, and this is a nice song.

Please contact us to be added to the mailing list.
What to Look for this week on YouTube? 

These are in the play-list for the Current Week.
a) Sunday School,  b) One longer video for worship this week.
c) Some additional recommended videos

also in thier own play lists
d) Advent Hymns and e) Christmas Hymns, 

Please use these in addition, to supplement your worship through this order of service, 
An Opportunity for Additional Intercessions will be during Zoom at 11am.



PRAYER OF THE DAY John 1:19–21; Isa. 61:1–4 FotW

We thank you, O God, 
for all those in Scripture who have pointed to Christ: 
for your prophets Elijah and Isaiah, for other prophets, and for John. 

We thank you, too,  for those in our lives who have pointed us to Christ: 
pastors and teachers, strangers and friends. 

Give us eyes to see him today among those who are 
oppressed, imprisoned, brokenhearted, or beaten down, 

and we will give our testimony, too: 
how Christ releases and sets free; 
how he turns ashes into garlands; 
how he repairs and builds up what was ruined.

We, too, will point others to Jesus, the Light of the world. Amen. 

CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 1 Thess. 5:16–17; John 1:7 RG/PO & FotW

We are admonished to rejoice always.
to pray without ceasing.

to give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

In word and deed, we will joyfully witness to the light of Christ 
so that all might believe through him. 

Now may the God of peace 
call forth your complete dedication;

may the light of Christ shine upon you; 
and the Holy Spirit fill you completely, 

now and forever. 

POSTLUDE Down By the Jordan Gillette

Rick-Hymnal 139-20Aug09.mp4

Credits:
Images: from Pixabay - free for commercial use, no attribution required, 

License: https://pixabay.com/service/license/

Gillette = Hymns by Carolyn WInfrey Gillette, copyrighted.
Used with permission: http://carolynshymns.com/

GBoD/DM =  Discipleship Ministires, aka General Board of Discipleship
from the Wrship Website: https://www.umcdiscipleship.org/worship-planning

RG/PO = Liturgy written by Roger Gench, © Presbyterian Outlook, 2020.
and provided for free distribution. For more resources, visit pres-outlook.org.

FotW =  Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 



Reflecting on and Praying with the Lectionary
Third Week of Advent, Year B

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Lectionary

Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11

Psalm 126 or Luke 1:46b–55

1 Thessalonians 5:16–24

John 1:6–8, 19–28

Questions for Reflection  

John 1:6–8, 19–28 reminds us that we are not the light, but with John we 
are called to testify as witnesses to the light, who is Jesus Christ. 

The verb “to bear witness” occurs thirty-three times in the Fourth Gospel! 
How can you bear witness, in this season of lights, to the true Light who 
has come into the world?

Morning Prayers: Isa. 61:1-10

Light of the world, you greet me this morning with new possibilities. 

Shine brightly, I pray, until I see into the dark places of this world, 

and into the dark places of my own life. 

I want to follow you in paths of justice, speak up with you for liberty, 

and bend with you toward the brokenhearted, 

even the broken places within myself. 

I trade in my faint spirit for your mantle of praise—

and with my whole being I will rejoice in you. Amen. 

Evening Prayers: Ps. 126:1–2 ; John 14:27 ; 1 Thess. 5:24

Restore me, O God, from the rush of the day. 

Let me dream this night of all the great things you have done. 

As the darkness comes and these little lights in my house glow, 

I give thanks for the greater Light no darkness can overcome. 

To anyone who mourns, or sits in prison, or fears danger this night, 

bring the peace that only you can give.

You are faithful, and I know you will do this. In Christ. Amen. 



The Ecumenical Prayer Cycle 13 - 19 December 2020

China, Hong Kong, Macau
https://www.oikoumene.org/resources/prayer-cycle/myanmar-thailand

There is more at the website.
We are thankful for:
✔ the long and complex history of China, with its many artefacts, cultures 

and traditions that have developed over millennia
✔ those who established missions and churches in the past, 

and the determination of Chinese Christians 
to contextualize the church here and now

✔ those who boldly live out their faith, challenging injustices 
even when they fear persecution

✔ the economic growth and development that have lifted many out of poverty
✔ the steps China is taking to counter huge environmental challenges.

We pray for:
✔ those left behind and further marginalized by rising economic growth, especially women 

and peasants in rural areas
✔ the political and social tensions between the mainland of China 

and Hong Kong and the rest of the world
✔ a growth in prophetic witness of the Chinese church in society
✔ spiritual meaning and freedom from 

captivity to economic growth and consumerism.

Prayers
God of many names (http://www.thefcc.org/Prayers.html)
Shangdi
Tianzhu
God of all peoples
God of China

No great wall can keep you out
no great dam stop your love flowing.

From mountain to sea
in paddy field and city
you walk with your people,
you see
smile
suffer
weep.
In you strangers become friends

and so 
we weep for China's pain
sing of China's faith
pray with China's people
hope for China's future

Lord God of all people
Tianzhu
Shangdi



(prayer text for 2007)
Lord our God, 
Enlighten your church, 
That wherever it may be, 
It will never seek for its interests 
But will only serve you faithfully. 
Grant your church wisdom and courage, 
That it may break down all boundaries, 
So that humankind will become one again. 
In Jesus’ name.

(© Christian Conference of Asia, Hong Kong, SAR, China. WIC pp.219-20)
As they face this day, O God,
find those who are lost,
separated from those they love,
crossing unknown borders,
without a country or home,
not knowing where to turn:
Find them, God, who always seek for the lost,
and cover them safely as a hen covers her chickens.

As they face this day, O God,
stand among the ones in refugee camps around the world,
in the hunger and despair,
in the crowds and the emptiness,
in the wet and the thirstiness:
Be their hope and their strength
in the crying out for justice
and open the ears of the world to hear their cries.

As they face this day, O God,
may those who live with us,
uprooted from their homelands,
find a new home
where their history is respected,
their gifts and graces celebrated
and their fear departed from them.
May we be their home,
may we be the ones who open our hearts in welcome.

As we face this day, O God,
sing to us your song of encouragement,
paint for us your bright pictures of a new world
where people need not flee from wars and oppression,
where no one lacks a country or a home,
and where we are all part of your new creation.
For we long to be your people, in spirit and in truth.
We pray in the name of Jesus the Christ,
who knew the life of a refugee.


