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to go and work in his vinyard…to go and work in his vinyard…
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What to Look for on YouTube?
Do a web search for “Dave Hodsdon Youtube”; It should be the first  “hit”.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPzJQEVdc60apduOgx0Jm3Q
Sunday School,  

Praise (Segment 1), Scriptures (Segment 2),  Sermon (Segment3)
All will be in the play-list for the Current Week. 

Intercessions (prayers for others) will be during Zoom at 11am.
To join the gathering on Zoom, get in touch with Gary.

ORDER OF WORSHIP SEPT. 27, 2020
17TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

All of the music this week features Rick Beede at the keyboard. Enjoy!

PART 1 -  PRAISE 
PRELUDE For the Beauty of the Earth 92
WELCOME

CALL TO WORSHIP Phil. 2:10–11 FotW
At the name of Jesus every knee should bend 
and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
Glory to God. Amen.

HYMN  Holy God, We Praise Thy Name 79

PRAYER OF THE DAY Linda Lockwood to Celtic Christianity and Music

Abba, Father, the trees are ablaze with your glory.
The seasons change, but you never do.
You are always beautiful,

in the green and freshness of spring
as in the golds and reds and chills of autumn.

Make me like you.
Let my life reflect your beauty, season after season,

as the calendar of my life turns and turns and turns.
The trees are letting go of this year's foliage.
Help me let go of both blessings and burdens,

and surrender them both to your loving care.
Fallen leaves pattern the ground with variety.
So design my own fallings and failings

into whatever design will please you most.
In Jesus' name, I pray, Amen

HYMN  To God Be the Glory  98



AFFIRMATION Exod. 17:7c; Ps. 78:4, 7   FotW
Praise the Lord who is our provider.  

The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God.
God brought us out of bondage and has made us free. 

The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God. 
Glorious are the deeds of our God, and mighty are his acts. 

The Lord is our hope. Our trust is in God. 

HYMN  Great is Thy Faithfulness 140

Week by week, Cathy has been sending out emails with links 
to performance videos of songs that would have been the anthems at CUMC.

This week the link was to a rendition of It is Well with my Soul. 
This video performance is by a skilled Acapella group that you may enjoy.

If you did not get the email, let us know, and we’ll add you to the list.

This song is number 377 in our hymnal. 
The full original lyrics may be found here.   https://www.spaffordhymn.com/

One verse performed in the recommended video is not in the original composition.
At this point, who IS responsible for this extra verse is an open question.

PSALM 25:1-9
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my heart:
all the day I wait for you. ...
3None will be shamed who wait for you, ...
4Make me, O Lord, to know your ways: teach me your paths.
5In your faithfulness guide me and teach me,
 for you are my God and my savior.
6Remember your pity, O Lord, and your kindness,
 for they have been ever of old.
7Do not remember the sins of my youth;
 remember me in kindness, because of your goodness, Lord.
8Good is the Lord and upright, so he teaches sinners the way.
9The humble he guides in the right, he teaches the humble his way.

PRAYER Phil. 2:13 FotW
Almighty God, we give you thanks and praise 
 for your love shown to us in Jesus Christ our Lord.
Accept the offering of our lives 
 in union with Christ’s offering for us, 
and make us humble and obedient servants
 who will work for your good pleasure;
through Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 
 all glory and honor is yours, almighty God, now and forever. Amen.

INTERLUDE  Children of the Heavenly Father  141



II SCRIPTURES
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Jill Duffield, © Prebyterian Outlook, permission to use 

Lord, what does it profit us to gain the whole world and lose our souls? 
In the din of demands and distractions, 
send your Spirit to help us discern your Word and your will. 
Grant us ears to hear and faith to obey 
your teachings that offer life and life abundant. 
In Christ’s name we pray, amen.

FIRST LESSON Exodus 17:1–7
PSALM  78:1–4, 12–16 
PROPHET Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32
EPISTLE Philippians 2:1–13

HYMN Have the Mind That Was in Jesus
This is a hymn by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. 

We will be using an alternate tune #731

Have the mind that was in Jesus;
Let his way be found in you.
For he gave up what was precious —
Heaven's blessings — glory, too.
He was one with God in heaven
Yet put heaven's joy aside.
May we, too, give up ambition,
Letting Jesus be our guide.

Christ let go of heaven's riches
And became just as a slave.
He was found in human likeness
In this world he came to save.
Humbly serving, gladly giving,
He took up his cross and died.
May we learn God's way of living
Found in Jesus, crucified.

Christ our Lord knelt down to save us;
Then God raised him high above,
So that at the name of Jesus
All should know his wondrous love.
One day all will bow before him.
"He is Lord!" We'll all proclaim.
Till that time, may we all serve him —
Serving others in his name.

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23–32

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Ps. 25:4–5 FotW

Lord, by the power of your Holy Spirit
give us the words of life,
that we may understand your way and follow your truth,
in Jesus Christ. Amen.

Interlude Jesus, the Very Thought of Thee  175



III SERMON
PRAYER Exod. 17:1, 2; Matt. 21:30; Phil. 2:2–8  FotW

Gracious God, we thank you for being ever present with us. 
We know that we are never alone. 
Your mercies have been faithful and rich. 
Pour out your Spirit upon us, that we might do the work of your will. 
In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

SERMON Passionate Worship in the Time of Pandemic

CALL TO CONFESSION  Ezek. 18:31 FotW (adapted)

The Lord spoke through Ezekiel, saying,
Cast away from you all the transgressions 

that you have committed against me, 
and get yourselves a new heart and a new spirit.

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor,
trusting in the promise of forgiveness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Phil. 2:3–4,13 FotW

Righteous God, we confess that 
we have not lived as your obedient children.
We have honored you with our words, 

but we have denied you with our actions.
We have not pursued the mind of Christ, 

who took the form of a servant,
for we have acted with selfish ambition.

We have put our interests before the interests of others
and have not regarded them in humility.

Forgive us our arrogance,
awaken our hearts to sincere repentance,
and enable us to will and to work for your good pleasure,

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

SILENT PRAYERS



WORDS OF ASSURANCE   Ezek. 18:32; Phil. 2:3; Matt. 21:30 FotW (adapted)

Brothers and sisters, God offers forgiveness of our sin
and abundant life to those who repent.

People of God, our sins are forgiven.
The Lord is loving, and we are reconciled to God. 
Therefore, let us humble and surrender ourselves

to the will of God for the glory of the Lord. 

THE LORD'S PRAYER
INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Ps. 78:4 FotW

The works of the Lord are wondrous indeed.
With grateful hearts, we offer our gifts,
trusting in God’s goodness. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION FotW

O God, use these gifts to do your will in the world
and prepare us for your coming kingdom.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

CHARGE Phil. 2:5 FotW

Beloved, let this mind be in you
that was also in Christ Jesus. 

We will love the Lord and serve others for the glory of God. 

BLESSING Exod. 17:7 FotW

May the God who is always near
bless and keep you on your journey. 

Glory, honor, and praise be 
to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, now and always. 

POSTLUDE This is my Father’s World  144

CREDITS First Prayer by Linda Lockwood to Celtic Christianity and Music, on Facebook
Other Liturgy from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 

Have the Mind That Was in Jesus
BEACH SPRING 8.7.8.7 D ("God Whose Giving Knows No Ending")

Biblical Reference: Philippians 2:5-11
Intended Tune: The Sacred Harp, 1844; attributed to Benjamin Franklin White ("God Whose Giving Knows No Ending")

Text: Copyright © 2012 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. All rights reserved.
Email: carolynshymns@gmail.com New Hymns: www.carolynshymns.com

PLEASE SHARE this hymn with permission for its free use with pastors, church musicians and other worship planners.
 Thank you.

Some pastors and church music leaders have asked for permission to use my hymns in worship services 
that they are streaming live, or in other ways they are reaching out to their congregations from a distance. 

During these difficult times, you have my permission to go ahead and use my copyrighted hymns in these ways for FREE. 
See details on the home page of my web site: www.carolynshymns.com

Please continue to pray for my husband Bruce (also a pastor), 
who is recovering from acute leukemia and a bone marrow transplant. 

He ihas has some recent complications from the chemo 
and we are staying very isolated due to his suppressed immune system. Thank you!

Please drop me an email at carolynshymns@gmail.com if you would like a copy of the hymn in MS Word and/or 
a PDF of a hymn with music or simply to be in touch. Thank you.



Reflecting on and Praying with the Lectionary 
PROPER 21 (Sunday between September 25 and October 1 inclusive) 

Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 
from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

LECTIONARY
SEMICONTINUOUS COMPLEMENTARY

Exodus 17:1–7 Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32
Psalm 78:1–4, 12–16 Psalm 25:1–9
Philippians 2:1–13
Matthew 21:23–32

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
What does it mean to do the will of God? 
Has God ever shown up in the middle of your complaining? 
When have you been wandering in a “wilderness of sin”? 
The tax collectors and prostitutes, who were commonly known to be sinners, 

recognized God’s righteousness in John the Baptist and Jesus,
 while the religious authorities (the elders) did not. 

Do you know of any comparable examples today? 

MORNING PRAYERS: 
Almighty God, give me the mind of Christ:

drive away any selfish ambition,
fill me with compassion and love,
and make me a humble servant, 

that all I do and all I desire may be pleasing to you;
through Jesus Christ. Amen.

Dear God, thank you for this day. 
Guide my mind in your way and help me to do your will. 
All praise, honor, and glory is yours. Amen. 

 
EVENING PRAYERS: 
Dear God, thank you for providing for my needs. 
Thank you for always being with me. 
Keep me through the night 

and put a song of praise on my lips when I rise again. 
In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 

Lord, in my accomplishments this day, make me humble;
for my failures, give me consolation.

In your steadfast love, uphold me, 
and for my sins, forgive me, that I may know your mercy 
and walk in the way of your salvation. Amen.



Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 27 September - 03 October 2020
Colombia, Ecuador, Venezuela

more at: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle/colombia-ecuador-venezuela
We are thankful for:
✔ the beauty in these countries, including in their people and cultural traditions
✔ persistent, patient, prophetic work of churches and ecumenical and other organizations, 

to establish peace with justice throughout the region, especially in Colombia
✔ resistance to past colonization, and to practices of today 

that prioritize economic ideologies over the needs of the people
✔ efforts by churches and people of goodwill 

for inclusive and respectful relations in society and government.

We pray for:
✔ the continued pursuit of peace in Colombia, the fulfilment of agreements reached, 

the reintegration of insurgents into society, broad and inclusive dialogue for justice, 
and fair compensation of those victimized by conflict

✔ the strengthening of democratically elected governments in the region, 
without pressure from outside interests

✔ greater respect for the human rights of all, especially vulnerable populations 
and those who work for the wellbeing of others and of the environment

✔ an end to the corruption in these societies, and to unsustainable exploitation of their resources.

PRAYERS (Revd Adelaida Jiménez, Colombia)

A Confession of Faith

God of love, we believe that you are our hope.
God of love, we believe that you have called us to work for peace.
God of love, we believe that your Holy Spirit is breathing new
life into our communities, churches and nations.   
God of love, we believe that you make it possible for light to shine upon all who suffer in our world.
God of love, we believe that you are speaking to the world’s peoples in all their differences, 
turning those differences into opportunities to build a new world.
God of love, we believe that you speak to the world’s peoples in all life’s situations, in the midst of 
our social, religious, political and economic life, in order to bring us hope.
God of love, we believe that you are calling all peoples and nations today to work together for 
change wherever there is pain and suffering in our world.
God of love, we believe that you are our hope. Amen.

(Migdáleder Mazuera and Mairín Rodríguez, Venezuela. 
© Red de Liturgia y Recursos de Educación Cristiana de CLAI-CELADEC. 

English transl. Terry MacArthur, WCC)

To be more patient, give us strength, Lord.
To become peace-makers, equip us, Lord.
To be right, give us your light, Lord.
To accept our faults, give us humility, Lord.
To be in solidarity with those who suffer, make us sympathetic, Lord.
That our actions will be guided by love, give us your Spirit, Lord.

 

(Loida G. de Valera, Caracas, Venezuela. English transl. Terry MacArthur, WCC)

God, we pray for all those
who, following the example of Jesus,
search and work for peace,
proclaiming and building your reign.
Increase their strength and fill them with your grace.


