
The Lord sent quails at their entreaty, 
and heavenly bread in abundance.

Psalm 105
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What to Look for on YouTube?
Do a web search for “Dave Hodsdon Youtube”; It should be the first  “hit”.

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCPzJQEVdc60apduOgx0Jm3Q
Sunday School,  

Praise (Segment 1), Scriptures (Segment 2),  Sermon (Segment3)
All will be in the play-list for the Current Week. 

Intercessions (prayers for others) will be during Zoom at 11am.
To join the gathering on Zoom, get in touch with Gary.

ORDER OF WORSHIP SEPT. 20, 2020
16TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST

All of the music this week features Rick Beede at the keyboard. Enjoy!

FIRST SEGMENT: . PRAISE

PRELUDE  He Leadeth Me: O Blessed Thought 128
WELCOME 
CALL TO WORSHIP  Ps. 105:1–6

O give thanks to the Lord! 
The Lord hears the cries of the people.

Give thanks to the Lord.
The works of the Lord are great. 
Remember what God has done. 

Give thanks to the Lord. 
God has done miracles, and 

the Lord always remembers God’s covenant. 
Give thanks to the Lord. 
Glory and praise is due to the Lord! 

HYMN 1 Rejoice, the Lord Is King 715
PSALM  145:1–8
HYMN 2  Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken 731
PSALM  105:1–6, 37–45
HYMN 3  I Sing the Almighty Power of God 152

PRAYER OF THE DAY Exod. 16:4–5
O God who knows our every need before we can even ask,

you provide all our needs and some of our wants.
You bless us all.  Make us truly thankful and 

empower us to bless others from the gifts you have given us,
for the glory of your name. Amen.

INTERLUDE 1   Blessed Be the Name 63 



SECOND SEGMENT:  SCRIPTURE

INTERLUDE Spirit of God Descend Upon My Heart 500
WELCOME
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION Jonah 4:7; Matt. 20:11–12

Gracious God, your Word surprises, challenges, upsets, 
and overturns our way of seeing and thinking. 

Come and find  us today wherever we are, however we are. 
By the power of your Holy Spirit, 

cause that which is withering in us to blossom 
and that which is exacting in us to broaden 

until we see as you see, 
and thereby glimpse the kingdom you are bringing. 
In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

LECTIONARY READINGS
Exodus 16:2–15; KJV adapted to 21st cent by DWH
Jonah 3:10–4:11 Open English Bbible  -  adapted 
Philippians 1:21–30;  OEB
Matthew 20:1–16  OEB

CALL TO CONFESSION Phil. 1:27
Because we do not always live our lives 

in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, 
we confess our sins and shortcomings.

before God and one another. 
In repentance, let us turn toward God’s grace and mercy.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Matt. 20:15b, Ps. 105:42
Gracious God, we have sought after things, 

but we have not sought after you. 
We have expected generosity, 

but we have not shown generosity. 
We have not been gracious or grateful. 
We have failed to remember all that you have done. 
Forgive us and fill our hearts with gratitude. 
Help us to share our gifts and 

strengthen our legs so that we can run after you, O God. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE Phil. 1:29
God extends to us mercy beyond our deserving, 

grace beyond our ability to earn it.
God has granted us the privilege of believing in Christ; 

therefore we will live as grateful and forgiven people! 
Thanks be to God!

INTERLUDE  O How I Love Jesus 170



THIRD SEGMENT: SERMON

INTERLUDE  Blest Be the Tie That Binds 557

WELCOME
        Cathy has been sending out links to YouTube videos of 
performances of the songs which would have been the anthem 
each week at Clarksburg UMC. For today that link was to 
“Leaning on the Everlasting Arms” sung  by G.M. Eldridge. 
If you would like to receive these links, let us know 
and we will add you to the email list. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY Jonah 4; Matt. 20 
Generous God, you come to us again and again, 

no matter how late it is in the day or in our lives. 
Calling to us, gathering us in, you give us 

your good work to do, daily bread, and boundless grace. 
Increase in us a generous spirit 

so that we may do your work with joy 
alongside others whom you also love. 

We celebrate your salvation not only in our lives, 
but also in the lives of other people, 

even those we had not imagined would be included
in the kingdom you are bringing. Matt. 20:1

Align us with your ways and help us receive 
your gift of justice and mercy as good news.

In Jesus Christ we pray. Amen. 

SERMON  To Re-Vision “Hospitality”

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Ps. 145:7; Jonah 3:10–4:11
God of abundant goodness,
we confess that we want your grace for ourselves 

but often wish punishment or exclusion on others. 
We judge the efforts and motives of others

while ignoring the faults of our own. 
Forgive us, we pray, when we let jealousy overtake us. 
Forgive us, we pray, when we are petty 

even in the presence of your generosity.  Matt. 20:1–16
Forgive us, we pray, when we feel slighted by you. 
May we ask once again for your mercy? 
Will you help us to be more merciful toward one another? 
We pray in the name of Christ Jesus, 

by whose grace we are saved,
and who gave us these words to pray… 



THE LORD'S PRAYER
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO DISCIPLESHIP Matt. 20:1
Great is God’s mercy toward us.

Whether we have much or only a little, 
we can share our daily bread so that all will be fed. 

As we have received, so now we give, 
in the vineyard of the Lord, our tithes and offerings.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING/DEDICATION Matt. 20:9-15
God of the harvest, we are privileged to be counted among 

those whom you have called, 
graced to have been given your work to do, 
blessed to receive more than we will ever earn. 

Accept, we pray, our thanksgivings and offerings, 
and do what you choose with what already belongs to you. 

In Christ’s name we pray. Amen. 

CHARGE Phil. 1:27
Go out this day practicing God’s strange hospitality, 

generosity toward others, 
sharing the good news with them, and rejoicing in their well-being 

that you, too, may be well;
living your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ; 

standing firm in the Spirit. 

BLESSING
May the generous grace of Christ attend you,

the astounding love of God find you,
and the surprising movement of the Holy Spirit guide you,

everywhere and always. 

POSTLUDE  When We All Get to Heaven 701



Reflecting on and Praying with the Lectionary
Reprinted by permission of Westminster John Knox Press 

from Feasting on the Word® Worship Companion. Copyright 2014.

LECTIONARY PROPER 20
(Sunday between September 18 and September 24 inclusive) 

SEMICONTINUOUS COMPLEMENTARY
Exodus 16:2–15 Jonah 3:10–4:11
Psalm 105:1–6, 37–45 Psalm 145:1–8
Philippians 1:21–30
Matthew 20:1–16

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION
In Matthew 20:1–16, what is the landowner’s motivation 

for paying the workers the same wages? When has God provided for you? 
In the stories in Jonah 3:10–4:11 and Matthew 20:1–16, 

we find others resentful of God’s generosity toward the “undeserving.” 
Both stories end with a question worth pondering. 
God asks Jonah: “Should I not be concerned about Nineveh, that great city?” 
and the landowner asks the grumbling all-day workers: 

“Are you envious because I am generous?” 
How do these stories of God’s generosity invite us to think about our own lives?

MORNING PRAYER:  
New every morning are your mercies, Lord. 
Your steadfast love stayed with me through the night 

and greets me as I rise this day. 
This morning, I remember and give thanks for parents and grandparents, 

for teachers and friends in generations past 
who showed your love and told your stories to me. 

I pray that I will also share this faith with a new generation 
so that our praise of you continues forever. 

I will not be idle today, but will find a way to do whatever work you set before me 
with a glad and generous heart. In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen. 

  

Dear God, thank you for this day. 
Help me hear others as I know that you always hear me. 
Open my heart and help me give myself with grateful praise

to things you have set for me today. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.

EVENING PRAYER: 
Here at the close of the day, O God, I come to you with open hands 

to receive the gift of your grace with a thankful spirit. 
If there is in me any trace of anger or resentment left over from the day, 

from some slight, big or small, real or imagined, 
blow it away with the breath of your peace. 

In the lengthening shadows of evening, comforted by a softer light in stars and moon, 
quiet within me the duties and cares of the day now past, 

enabling me to rest in you. 
In your holy name I pray. Amen. 
 

Dear God, thank you for always being with me. 
Rest now in me, God, so that I will wake in the morning 

with praise and thanksgiving on my lips. In Jesus’ name I pray. Amen. 



Ecumenical Cycle of Prayer 20 - 26 September 2020
Bolivia, Brazil, Chile, Peru

more at: https://www.oikoumene.org/en/resources/prayer-cycle/bolivia-brazil-chile-peru
We are thankful for:
✔ the distinctive rhythms, music, dance, food and natural medicine in this area
✔ the beauty of the region, forests, mountains, rivers, lakes, and ocean coastlines, 

and especially indigenous peoples’ relationship with, and care for, the natural environment
✔ churches who witness and work both ecumenically and with those of other faiths 

to build relationships of trust and commitment amid ongoing injustice and oppression
✔ the diversity of languages and cultures flourishing in the region despite disruptions 

that have occurred through colonization, and political and economic turmoil.

We pray for:
✔ Christians to have the courage, imagination and energy to build bridges of peace and understanding against 

conflict and division, and to pursue justice for the poor, marginalized and dispossessed
✔ an end of corruption in all levels of the society, including economic exploitation which impoverishes and 

hinders economic growth from benefitting all.
✔ immigrants and refugees seeking a new home, and those who accompany and support them
✔ coca farmers to find sustainable incomes from other crops, for an end to drug trafficking, 

and effective assistance for those who are addicted.

PRAYERS (Victor M. Ascanio Huaringa, Peru, 2005. English transl. Terry MacArthur/WCC)

Our Father in heaven, holy is your name.
We thank you for the gift of life, which is renewed every moment with your beauty.
Your mercy, God, confirms your love.
In your hands are our destiny and our life.
All-powerful and merciful God, we pray for the future of Peru,
 for the poor who often go hungry, for the victims of disasters.
Provide them with all they need from you, with all they require of you.
For the salvation of our souls through the death of your Son, we thank you,

but we pray for those who are left out, who do not have a relation with you,
who do not even know of your existence.

Lord, no longer allow human evil to go forward.
Keep corruption, which often touches the life of churches, from proliferating.
We especially pray for the authorities of Peru,

that they be given the wisdom to plan towards a better future.
We pray for justice because here, too, 

the rich dominate while justice is denied to the poor.
Lord, we pray for the leaders of your churches,

give them courage to bear with the poor, and the ignorant,
but also with those educated, who in their hypocrisies scorn your people.

Grant, O Lord, peace in all the world and an end to war which only destroys and kills.
May the strength of the Holy Spirit dwell in our hearts.
May we live under your refuge and protection. Bless our families. Give us your happiness.
Thank you, Lord, for turning your ears towards our requests.
Give us the humility to accept your will.
In your hands we place our future and our livelihood.
Thank you, Lord, for giving us much more than we deserve,
especially for giving us the happiness of having access to your word.
Receive our adoration and our prayers.
Thank you, Lord, for answering us.

(*Mapuche means ‘people of the earth’. They are the aborigines living in the south of Chile and Argentina. 
Source: the Mapuche Pastoral Team, Santiago, Chile. 

From: The website Red de Liturgia, Latin American Council of Churches)
A Mapuche* Blessing

God of life, Mother of all, you renew creation.
Bring us peace and justice, ‘balance’ in the Mapuche sense:
balance and harmony for the earth,
balance and harmony for the peoples of the world,
balance and harmony for men and women,
balance and harmony between nature and ourselves and God.



(Ernesto Barros Cardoso, Brazil. Gifts of Many Cultures: Worship Resources for the Global Community, 
Maren C. Tirabassi and Kathy Wonson Eddy, United Church Press, Cleveland OH, USA, 1995, p.4.)

God of Life, prepare our hands for a touch, a new and different touch.
Prepare our hands for a touch,

a touch of encounter, a touch of awakening, a touch of hope, a touch of feeling.
Many are the worn-out gestures.
Many are the movements frozen in time.
Many are the useless excuses just to repeat attitudes.
Give us daring to create new titles of community, new kinds of affection,

breaking away from old ways of relating,
encouraging true, meaningful ways to move into closeness.

(Simei Monteiro, Geneva, Switzerland. English transl. Colleen Reeks. 
Whole Life, Holy Life, Ernesto Cardoso, ISER, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.)

And the waters will flow from your altar, Lord, and flood the earth.
And we will be like a garden watered, cared for, exposed to life. 

Oh! let these waters come, impetuous and pure,
and destroy the powers, and clean the paths
which my people will take, singing and rejoicing
in an endless celebration, the Word, Life, Freedom and the Resurrection! 

And the waters will flow from your altar, Lord, and clean away the debris
and we will have courage to act, to serve, to change the world. 

And the waters will flow from your altar, Lord,
life will be rekindled, and we will see the new creation, act, of your love.

Prayer for peace and justice in Bolivia
(Gustavo Loza and Mirela Armand Ugon, Cochabamba, Bolivia. © Red de Liturgia y Educación Cristiana CLAI-CELADEC.)

O God, from Bolivian soil, the Bolivian people implore you to listen to their voice,
feel their sadness and see the tears of your people, which are also your tears.
So many bodies without any life left have fallen in the streets, in the roads and in the fields,
leaving behind pain and sorrow within the Bolivian family.

In those moments in which their hearts are mourning from such suffering, give them consolation.
Do not allow them to relinquish their self-control, but give them a vision
 so they can see with their own eyes the way they ought to go,
 so they can reach life by the path of justice.
Hear, O God, the voices of the multitudes who march in the streets and highways
 crying for justice, tired of so much misery,
 the lack of work, corruption and violence;
tired of so much authoritarianism by the people in power,

who take decisions without consulting the people and who are guided by their own stingy interests;
tired that the natural resources that you have given for the well-being of all the people
 are once more being used to benefit the economic interests of the large transnational corporations.

Hear the voice of the Bolivians and give them discernment and strength so that they can respond
to hatred with love,
to injustice with righteousness,
to apathy with commitment to their people,
to individualism with solidarity,
to violence with peace.

Hear their voice and inspire within their hearts (and within ours)
the knowledge of peace,
the strength of justice,
the joy of being close to one another.
Guide them to walk with the crowds on the way of peace with the signs of justice.
O God, hear their voice
and grant to them (and us) your eternal peace.


